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				Strength in Surrender

			

		

	
		
			
				Welcome

				Let us spend 40 days discovering the true lifestyle of the disciple.

				Jesus unearths many emotions, life situations, and attitudes that are a testing ground today.

				Each time we need to surrender to His will and pray that “Thy Kingdom come” be embedded into the DNA of our daily living.

				As followers of Jesus, this is our urgent task. Increasingly it’s clear that we need to be a counter-cultural beautiful alternative to the ugly worldliness of our day. The world is in desperate need of seeing the Jesus-life lived well.

				Matthew 5 to 7 is presented to us by Mathew in comparison and contrast to the law of Moses. The truths of Sinai are fulfilled in Jesus. Matthew writes in retrospect after the death and resurrection of Jesus, but he also recounts for us verbatim what Jesus says at the beginning of His ministry. There is a pressing need for the lifestyle of the Christian to reflect our Savior’s intention for how we live.

				This is foundational lifestyle teaching for the believer, yet I sense that some hide from this magisterial teaching through wrong understanding and application of what Jesus is teaching. His word is not separate from His cross. Neither can we pick and choose which bits of the teaching of Jesus we want to keep! So please never see the Sermon on the Mount as some kind of naive political manifesto. In actual fact, it certainly challenges every political nuance of the day.

				Some find it too selfless, too sharing, too full of struggle, and even 

				accepting weakness that it may not fit neatly with any cultural viewpoint.

				If we have lost interest in the Sermon on the Mount, the problem is not the sermon! Instead, it might be that we do not want to “do to others as we would have them do to us,” or that we are afraid that He says to us, “I never knew you,” or that we will not stop judging others.

				So we stay away. The consumer Christian will be disinterested, but a faithful Christian leans in and receives divine power to live these shining qualities that Jesus demonstrates. It is true freedom.
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				The following 40 days are practical, prayer-centered, and profoundly revealing.

				How does this fit with asking Christ into our hearts? How does this fit into the substitutionary atonement?

				Well, Christ alone is the way. His blood is utterly necessary for our 

				salvation. But if we are saved, the Sermon on the Mount is a glorious 

				picture, in the power of the Holy Spirit, of how we will live in radically diﬀerent fashion from the world, trusting in God’s power to deliver, 

				free us from worry, liberating us from selfishness to shine as stars.

				Sound doctrine leads to right living. The Sermon on the Mount begins 

				with right living, which is telling. The proof is in the pudding. However, 

				the context is of a gospel that begins with the incarnation, His ministry in 

				Galilee, the calling of His disciples, the teaching, healing miracles, and 

				His most crucial death, resurrection, and commission.

				When revival comes, the people of God live this teaching, yes, in the 

				power of the Spirit and washed in His blood.

				So here we go—Step-by-step, applying the ethic of Jesus into our hearts in every area of our life. Let there be strength in surrender. We don’t have to wait for Day 39. Let’s start with Day 1. 

				And let’s persevere and surrender.

			

		

	
		
			
				“1) Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,

				2) and he began to teach them.”

				Matthew 5:1-2 (NIV)

				 

				“Jesus soon teaches us that sometimes you just have to 

				close the door to the noise.” 

				Matthew 6:6 (NIV)

				There’s a time and a place, and every believer needs to find the right spot to grow. Jesus went up a mountain. Unfortunately, most don’t have the beauty of Galilee as a backdrop, but we do have the initiative to make time. There comes a point in a season of prayer when we must pray! 

				But you and I may be thinking, “how slowly will time pass” “how can I fill out the time,” or “I’ve got out of the habit.”

				Well, the Lord will help us. He teaches us. He is the intercessor. So He especially teaches us to pray. Jesus sits down with us. Imagine that right now. The Lord seeks your company. Will you give Him some time? And find a place? We don’t need a mountain or beach experience to be more spiritual. But if it helps you to read a few verses of scripture and then go for a walk and pray on that, then that’s good too.

				Jesus began to teach them. We may echo the words that we will read 

				later this month, “teach us how to pray.” You and I can grow together in this prayer time in the presence of Jesus and in fellowship with one

				another.

				Pray today for your journey in prayer.

				Pray for your journey of surrender to our Master.

				Pray for your church family to experience the power of the Holy Spirit as He sets us praying.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, show me how to pray. And help me to listen to you. Make me teachable. Help me surrender to your perfect leadership. Help my church family to grow in prayer. Grant us perseverance. Show me the things that I need to bring before you. 

				Remember, Jesus is helping you pray.
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				Day 1: Praying with Jesus

			

		

	
		
			
				Let’s read 3 verses from the beatitudes today. 

				“3) Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

				4) Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

				5) Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

				Matthew 5:3-5 (NIV)

				We live in an era of aggression. The art of persuasion is often to attack and increasingly to shame. This has always been part of the sinful world that we inhabit, though just occasionally, the Spirit of Jesus is the 

				prevailing attitude in you and me, and the world is changed.

				Think about it: some have tried to shame you of late. It is tough not to “shame back,” though, isn’t it? If we do “shame back,” then we have a 

				long way to go. We could argue that we are no better.

				We are more like Jesus when humble, contrite, and meek. The world may scoﬀ, but we trust God. When the world reviles and rises up against the meek, that’s when it is all put to the test. Ask Daniel and Joseph or John. But as we mourn our own sin and find riches in Him, so we also inherit the earth.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord teach me to see my poverty of spirit. When I am weak, then I am strong. When I am grieved over my sin, so may I find your mercy and be comforted. Lord forgive me for my worldly satisfaction. Help me to find the true inheritance which comes through the meekness of walking with Jesus, especially in prayer.

				Lord, help our church family to find satisfaction and true inheritance in Christ.

				We pray for a spirit of generosity in us.

				Help me be more like Jesus in how I respond to adversity. 

				Give me control of my words. 

				Deliver me from shaming others behind their back.

				Help me to relinquish human pride and power for Your divine strength in adversity.
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				Day 2: Praying out of Weakness

			

		

	
		
			
				“6) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

				righteousness, for they will be filled. 

				7) Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

				8) Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

				9) Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 

				called children of God.”

				Matthew 5:6-9 (NIV)

				Jesus begins this group message with majestic themes such as 

				righteousness, mercy, purity, and being a peacemaker. 

				Well, that’s something to pray about.

				1. Righteousness. This is all about surrendering to God’s ways. It’s about trust. And, of course, the believer can only be righteous through Christ in us. With Jesus, we are called to live righteous lives.

				2. Mercy. We are not righteous if we are not merciful. Great mercy has been shown to every believer in Christ. Therefore showing mercy is a mark of being a Christian. In fact, at times like this, it’s when we are most like Jesus.

				3. Purity. Pure in heart. We must pray to be purified. We can be doing well one day, and the next, our hearts are snatched away by a selfish or lustful thought or a desire to attack someone with our words. Purify us, Lord.

				4. Peacemaking. This is not a weakness. It is only possible through the strength of Jesus. He shows us that we must go to the cross to make peace. What is the opposite of peacemaking? Peacemaking is not neutral but proactive. It pays the price. It wins the victory.

				Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness. Some battles take longer to win, and many prayers need to be often repeated. So spend a little extra time on this.

				TODAY’S prayer

				Lord, help me to see my need of righteousness. Forgive me when I look for my rights over your righteousness.

				 

				Teach me the fullness of your grace and forgiveness. Help me to receive mercy and, therefore, to be a merciful person. Show me now where I have not shown mercy.
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				Day 3: Right Praying
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				Help me to pray for those that need mercy.

				Lord, make my heart clean. I know I can only be clean with my eyes on you. I look to you alone for salvation.

				Lord, may I experience your peace and reflect the characteristics of your child in helping others experience peace.

				Lord set me free from all bitterness.

				Teach me to ask for divine power in being a mercy-giver. Ask for the joy 

				of the Lord to set you free.

				Pray for the purest of relationships in our church.

				Pray for unity to be a major characteristic of our church.

				In the book of Philippians 4:2, two sisters refuse to get along with one another. Paul appeals for them to agree together. Pray for a spirit of 

				agreement in the body of Christ. Pray against the spirit of rancor that has fallen upon our nation. Pray that the people of God will manifest peace.

				Pray that evildoers will not succeed.

				Pray now for a world situation requiring peace. 

				Lord, I surrender.

			

		

	
		
			
				“10) Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11) Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12) Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

				prophets who were before you.”

				Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV)

				No one would say that we have it easy. Recent years have been tough across the world. But we have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. Many have and are suﬀering intensely for their faith in Christ today. 

				They are... 

				Persecuted because of righteousness, v10, 11 

				Insulted, v11

				Evil is spoken against them, v11

				But there are many blessings for the persecuted. 

				We are blessed, v11, 12

				We can rejoice and be glad, v12. 

				We receive a reward, v12.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, we pray for believers across the world who are suffering under persecution. Please help them be faithful and not back down from the powerful witness. Please bless these nations for thousands to turn to Christ even this very day. (We pray for specific nations right now as the Lord leads you). Please may the people of our church be bold in witness. Help us to be wholly committed to the cause of Christ. Show us where we hold back.

				 

				Forgive us for avoiding pain but denying the truth as Peter did in the courtyard. Lord, please forgive us when we seek comfort instead of 

				commitment.

				Help us commit to the generous life that you want to manifest in our church. As we surrender to you, please fill us with a joy that passes 

				anything that the world can get. Help me, Lord, to not be afraid of making a bold stand for your truth. Help me to make sure that it truly is your truth and not just an opinion. And when it’s your truth, help me to pray all the more and be willing to pay the price. I yield to you.
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				Day 4: Suffering Church

			

		

	
		
			
				“13) You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

				how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14) You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15) Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.”

				Matthew 5:13-15 (NIV)

				Salt has been relevant in every culture.

				Salt preserves and adds taste. Its presence has a big impact. We cannot always see it, but it is there. It was even more critical in a pre-refrigeration age. 

				Light shines, transforms, floods, and changes from night to day! 

				Light is essential for life. We prefer darkness some days. We’d gladly sulk, pout, hide during some days preferring misery. But pull back the curtains and walk in the light!

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, we pray for the Holiness of the people of God.

				May our church be committed to resisting temptation, hating sin, and 

				encouraging each other. Help our small actions to have a big impact. 

				May we not lose our saltiness.

				We pray for those who are single to be holy. We pray for marriages to 

				be healthily intact. We pray for children to not conceal anything doubtful. 

				We pray for repentance in all of us.

				We pray that our Sunday services will have a powerful sense of the 

				presence of the Holy Spirit.

				May our holiness also be something with light-shining qualities. 

				May people see a difference in our lives today.

				Help this to be real in my speech, in the use of my time, and in the use of my earning, giving, saving, and spending. Help me to refuse to be part of the “gossip by their water cooler.” Pray for the preaching of the word this next Sunday. Pray for your Pastor that he will be faithful to the word and bold in proclamation.

				Pray for a powerful sense of the presence of God and worship. 

				Pray for souls to see the light. Remove the veil that blinds so many.
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				Day 5: Salty

			

		

	
		
			
				“16) In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

				Matthew 5:16 (NIV)

				OK, it’s day 6. Time to persevere! Remember, these are just notes to 

				stimulate our prayer. Sometimes we just have to put everything down, 

				get on our knees and cry out to God. Sometimes we just need to walk around the basement or pace the corridor. Sometimes we need someone to help us pray. Sometimes we can pray on the phone with somebody else.

				When Jesus was transfigured, the three disciples were profoundly 

				aﬀected. They briefly saw His glory. Then, as the curtain is pulled back, the Son of God, made-man, revealed His shining glory.

				And we can know this Jesus.

				Though the glory is all His, He also “bids us shine.”

				Let your light shine. 

				Wow, this means that we have the light. We can and must walk in the light as He is in the light.

				So let us shine.

				Today’s prayer

				Thank you, Lord, that you alone can make us good.

				Thank you for the blood of Jesus washing us from sin. Lord, show me what sin I need to confess to you now. Help me to have victory in every area of my life. Show me an area of my life that needs the light to expose and renew. Show me which room of my house needs a victory today! Show me where I have chosen darkness. Let your light shine in our church family. Lord, help us to do good deeds.

				I pray for my family group leader and their family. I pray that I will be a strong contributor to the fellowship and impact the community. Help us to be a family group that is concerned to help others find fellowship.

				We pray for our Church missions that light will shine from Him and through us to that region.

				Show me how my generosity can overflow.
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				Day 6: Shine

			

		

	
		
			
				“17) Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 

				or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 

				to fulfill them. 18) For truly I tell you, until heaven and 

				earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 

				stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 

				the Law until everything is accomplished.”

				Matthew 5:17-18 (NIV)

				Today’s prayer

				Thank you, Father, for the word of God. Help me be faithful in reading the Scriptures and cultivate holy habits in my life and home.

				We pray that we will be a bible reading church endeavoring to be 

				Scriptural.

				Forgive me if I have despised important parts of your word that I consider unimportant.

				Help me to obey you in everything.

				Help me to see holiness and zeal for Christ even in the small things. 

				Give me a love for those Bible books that I’ve ignored.

				We pray today that your word will go out.

				May the mission of our church be especially a mission that proclaims 

				Christ and helps believers cultivate a godly lifestyle through your word.

				Pray for someone who’s neglected the word. 

				Pray for somebody who’s fallen into sin.

				Pray for someone who’s not finishing well.

				Pray for somebody who drifted from the fellowship with the wrong attitude. 

				Pray that we will surrender to every page of your word.
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				Day 7: Every Little Thing

			

		

	
		
			
				“19) Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 

				commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in 

				the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these 

				commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20) For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter 

				the kingdom of heaven.”

				Matthew 5:19-20 (NIV)

				Well done in making it to day 8! It’s easy to think that we’ve done it all. But, this is a journey to help us grow. If you’re fasting, may the Lord 

				continue to give you perseverance. Let us approach the throne with Christ, our intercessor, and the Holy Spirit, our comforter.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, I see the Pharisee in myself.

				I confess that I cover for my lack of righteousness by comparing myself to others instead of seeing your glory and comparing myself to what your Holy Spirit calls me to be.

				Help me to see that true righteousness is compared to you. In comparison to you, I am sunk. Help me to see the vision that Isaiah saw of your glory. Help me to see that I’ve fallen short of your glory. Help me to realize that my hope is not to “pull up my socks” but to look to Jesus. All the same, help me to continue to grow and not become lazy. Help me to be a 

				person of the kingdom today. Help me to uphold every part of your 

				kingdom rule.

				Show me a “blind spot” today. Please remove the speck and the plank from my eye. Help me not to look down on others. Show me those areas of generosity where I think that I’m better than I am. 

				Help me as a Kingdom person to use all I have for you.

				Please restore such righteousness to the church as to aﬀect our entire nation.

				Pray for “your one” today.

				Is there someone that you need to pray for to come to another Lord?

				Don’t be afraid to ask him for much, and no fancy words and flowing robes are allowed!
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				Day 8: Every Less Pharisee

			

		

	
		
			
				“21) You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’”

				Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV)

				This one has really been on my heart. The next few days are about anger. The world seems to have gone mad and needs some victory in this. 

				When we say “you make me angry,” it’s not true. “I make me angry” is 

				closer to their truth. Anger is usually a learned behavior. So watch out 

				for the anger on your favorite TV show. It’s easy to end up acting it out. 

				Anger is usually down to fear, frustration, or hurt feelings! So, if you’re 

				feeling angry right now, can you identify which one it is?

				Fear | Frustration | Hurt

				Now bring it to the Lord. Jesus clearly shows that just not murdering 

				someone doesn’t make us righteous. He wants to deal with our hearts.

				Often when we’re angry, it’s about our sense of right, and there’s no doubt that we can be very wrong about it. Anger skews our perspective. There is even a physiological side to this when we blow our top. That ain’t no 

				excuse! It’s often about our stubborn pride. It’s often about our sense of 

				right over the greater right of the kingdom. OK, let’s get victory in this today.

				Today’s prayer

				Father. Forgive me for acting in a manner that is more appropriate in hell than in heaven. Forgive me for allowing anger to fester within me. Forgive my smoldering resentment. Forgive my exploding temper. Lord, I identify 

				this as sin. I need to stop justifying it. Please grant me victory.

				I want to be like Jesus. I want to be like one of those believers who look like Jesus. Forgive my excuses. I let them go. I need the blood of Jesus to cleanse me from it. I pray for my enemy. I pray for those that have hurt me. 

				I pray for those that I have hurt. I pray for those I have spoken against.

				Please grant us victory as a church. Help us not to reflect the ways of the world but the ways of the kingdom. Help us to see that this is strength and not weakness. And please grant progress in our nation away from 

				bitterness, reproach, and anger towards grace, peace, and mercy. We 

				pray against violence in our city. We pray against lawlessness and greed.

				Grant us victory today, and may this lead to joy in our own hearts.

				Pray for somebody who’s dropped out of fellowship because of politics, misunderstanding, or unresolved resentment.
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				Day 9: Victory over Anger

			

		

		
			
			

		

	
		
			
				“22) But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ 

				will be in danger of the fire of hell.”

				Matthew 5:22 (NIV)

				Bitterness and resentment are like bindweed or poison ivy. It puts us in physical, psychological, and spiritual danger.

				Jesus continues with this aspect of life that requires the replacement-ethic of the kingdom.

				Let’s pray this through today right away.

				Today’s prayer

				Father, I see that this is a major habit that Jesus addresses, and I need this transformation in my life.

				Lord, I need this power in my life. Help me to see that my anger does not bring about “the righteous life that you require.” James 1:20

				Forgive my folly in believing that somehow my forcefulness will make things better. Please impress upon me the need for victory in my own heart and mind. Help me to identify when I’m losing my temper. Help me to spot when I’m sulking. Help me to slow down my speech. Help me to never criticize. Help me to be able to respond to the criticism that comes my way without anger.

				 

				Lord, please deal with that diﬃcult anger that doesn’t seem to go away easily. Help me to release that person from that sentence I have laid upon them without resentment. Lord with the background of a deeply divided nation, may the people of God surrender to your will for how we deal with anger.

				Help me to repent quickly.

				Please bring peace to my home, workplace, and community. Please bring peace to my church and even our nation. Help me trust you more so that 

				I can live a generous and joyous life. 

				I surrender.
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				Day 10: Another day, another victory 

					over anger

			

		

	
		
			
				“23) Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

				remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 

				24) leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

				reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.”

				Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, here it is again. You are relentlessly pointing out to me my 

				self-centeredness, and how easily oﬀended I am. Help me to see that I cannot worship and hold resentment at the same time. Help me to know that I cannot be angry and worship at the same time.

				Father, as I seek to pray, I forgive my brother and sister. I see that they are fellow sinners saved by grace. Forgive me for looking down on them.

				Though you have every right to look down on us, may You do a work in all our hearts.

				Help me to be at peace with your children. I settle in my heart to be a peacemaker in the body.

				Lord, will you please show me if there’s anything I must do to put 

				something right.

				Help me to be willing to do whatever is needed.

				If you call me to do this, then grant me great humility, no excuses, and help me in no way to put anybody down.

				Please send revival to the church.

				Lord, if there’s something wrong in my financial dealings, please show me if I’m holding something back.

				If there’s any dishonesty in me, I repent at the altar now.

				If I have harshly judged someone and been unsympathetic to their 

				struggle and what they are walking through, then please forgive me.

				Help me never to be a resentful Christian.

				And now, please, may I be able to go to the altar and worship you as 

				I surrender my relationships to you.
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				Day 11: Clearing the way to the Altar

			

		

	
		
			
				“25) Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26) Truly I tell you, 

				you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.”

				Matthew 5:25-26 (NIV)

				This kind of word comes to us with urgency requiring action. So let’s respond quickly.

				Today’s prayer

				Oh, Father, how relentless you are in pointing out to me my need for peace. Thank you for showing me the stunning danger of leaving broken relationships undone.

				Help me to identify and act upon whichever matters you want me to settle today.

				Help me to be released from the dangers of resentment, bitterness, and anger.

				Lord, this is the fifth day that this subject has presented itself through your word.

				Lord grant me increasing victory in this area. Help me to see myself.

				Help the plank to be removed, or even just a speck.

				 

				I pray that my family group will become strong in forgiveness. Help us not to judge one another.

				Help us to forgive one another quickly. Help us have an open door to the unlikely souls you called to follow you. We pray for protection for the pastoral staﬀ in our church.

				We pray that you move us forward in our mission. We pray for clarity in 

				our overseas missions.

				Pray today for a strong proclamation of the word over the weekend.

				God has chosen to bless preaching, so may the word go forward in power. 

				Pray for the Backslider to be restored.
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				Day 12: Quick Resolution

			

		

	
		
			
				“27) You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28) But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 

				already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

				Matthew 5:27-28 (NIV)

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, I pray that you help me be vigilant against all temptations to 

				sexual impurity first in myself. Grant me increasing victory, just as Jesus you triumphed over temptation.

				I also pray for my family and our church today. You command us not to commit adultery. Please protect us from temptation or even getting close to that point. Grant strong marriages in our church. Grant healthy intimacy between married couples. We also pray for holy thoughts.

				Forgive us if we have committed adultery in spirit. We pray for our screen life. Lord, if this is a weakness, then set us free.

				For any who are doing a media-fast, please give perseverance. Help us not to be angry missing our fix!

				We pray for all ages to be sexually pure. We pray that you will put a revulsion in us against impurity around our hearts and minds. Help us to recognize when tempted and flee from it. 

				Please may our speech be pure.

				 

				“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” Ephesians 4:29 (NIV)

				We pray that we will be turned oﬀ by the increasing bad language in the culture. Help us to identify it and not participate in it.

				We pray that the name of God will not be misused in times of frustration.
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				Day 13: Not Even a Hint

			

		

	
		
			
				“29) If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30) And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”

				Matthew 5:29-30 (NIV)

				In this shocking section, Jesus shows us:

				1. The seriousness of stumbling into sin

				2. The weakness of the human condition through our bodily members

				3. The reality of hell

				4. The necessity of avoiding such dangers

				Jesus tells the story in an alarming fashion. There is never a call for 

				self-harm or taking such extreme measures. It is utterly unnatural to mar the creature that Christ came to heal. Jesus healed the servant’s ear that had been severed!

				Jesus makes a point of comparison. It is better to cut off an arm than to enter hell if in doing so we avoid sin. 

				Am I being negligent in missing that Jesus said, “cut it off?” Well, clearly, it’s not ideal, and likely it won’t work, for we don’t avoid hell by losing body parts! We avoid hell by having our sins forgiven and being set free from sin. We need Jesus. But many things need to be cut out of our life.

				Better than this extreme measure is to repent. Though to repent can be painful. Try a fast from social media, or fast from your favorite cable news 

				channel. Not easy. Painful.

				 

				Worst of all is to enter hell. The price of discipline and devotion to Jesus is worth it. Repentance is costly but better than losing a limb and better than going to hell. Clearly, Jesus is driving home a point to us.

				Ask the Lord what needs to be taken out of your life. Spend some time listening.

				Today’s prayer

				Father, show me the part of my life that needs to be cut out as I read this powerful analogy that Jesus spoke, wake me up to true dangers of sin.
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				Day 14: Cut it Out

			

		

	
		
			
				“31) It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32) But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

				Matthew 5:31-32 (NIV)

				Jesus determines that we need to hear more about marriage. Yes, he uses the D-word. But the context is the M-word. This is an uncompromising message. When divorce happens, somebody’s heart has been hardened. If you’ve gone through this journey, then it’s not the end of the story, but you know that it hurts. And you would indeed echo Jesus’ warning to cherish marriage.

				Those who remain married maturely look at the subject with great 

				humility, asking the Lord to deepen the marital bond. To some, this is a painful subject. Divorce may have been part of our story, and we may have even done all we could to avoid this. Someone may have been 

				mistreated. Some may be thankful that your marriage came back from the brink. God has restored! When we have experienced such a precarious trial, we should have extra tenderness to those who still struggle.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, we pray for faithfulness in marriage. Help our hearts to be for our spouse. Please help Christian couples to pray together. We pray for homes where there is anger and neglect. We pray against dangerous habits in the home. We pray for a reaction to the increasing drunkenness in the land. We pray against addictions. Please help those who require help to get it.

				 

				May young people be protected from immorality and drunkenness. We pray for any in the fellowship who need to ask for help at home. We pray for blended families. We pray for single parents. We pray for those whose hearts are hurting. We pray for our students. We lift our student pastors and children’s ministers to you. We pray that the family group leaders be well be protected.

				Please, Lord, may not a single marriage break up in our church this year. May each one of us cherish the marriage bond. Please help blended 

				families to experience your extra grace.

				Now surrender your marital status to the Lord today and ask for His 

				blessing.
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				Day 15: D-I-V-O-R-C-E

			

		

	
		
			
				“33) Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 

				‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34) But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35) or by the earth, for it is his footstool; 

				or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36) And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white 

				or black. 37) All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 

				anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”

				Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV)

				This is about our speech. In those days, folks made themselves sound spiritual and tried to emphasize their point by using holy-sounding 

				language. I suppose it is like us saying today in these parts: 

				“As God is my witness!” 

				We don’t need to do that. A life of integrity doesn’t need to be 

				over-emphasized. We don’t need to add lots of extra super spiritual words.

				Now there might be a moment where we need to aﬃrm something 

				special such as a “baptismal vow, “ a church membership covenant, 

				and of course, our marriage vows. In that case, we must keep these vows. In fact, those previous vows cover a great deal of life.

				The Lord is concerned for our speech.

				We are accountable for everything that we say. Sometimes words need 

				to be less. But sometimes, it’s a sin not to speak up. Some are very bold 

				in the many words and strong language that they use and yet on mute when it comes to praying.

				So let us pray about our words.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, help me not to be free and easy with my commitments but to follow through. 

				Help me to measure and remember my commitments carefully.

				I pray as a Baptized believer that I can be faithful to you. I pray as a church member that I will play my part. I pray as a spouse that I will be faithful and attentive.
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				Day 16: Victory Speech
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				Help me to speak a strong “Yes” for the Lord. 

				Help me to say “Yes” to God. 

				Help me to say “No” to sin.

				I pray that I will be able to be faithful in my tithes and oﬀerings. Give me Holy Spirit follow-through. Help me be strong and make commitments to the kingdom and follow through. Help me to be a lifetime servant to the Lord and His church. 

				Pray through this verse again.

				“29) Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 

				but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” Ephesians 4:29 NIV

			

		

	
		
			
				“38) You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39) But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40) And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 

				41) If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 

				42) Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from 

				the one who wants to borrow from you.”

				Matthew 5:38-42 (NIV)

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, help me not to get back at those who have hurt me. Help me to 

				carry a great deal of respect and dignity to all people and peoples.

				In a violent and angry culture, help me to be a gracious and giving person.

				Some people say that a certain person “would give you the shirt oﬀ their back,” help me to be one of those. Help me not complain when I labor for the kingdom. Help me to be willing to go the 2nd mile. Please show me what this looks like spontaneously and even with a long-term focus.

				Grant me an outstanding vision of true generosity.

				I ask that my church supports the ministry with abandon. Help me to be first in the line. Help me to be a cheerful giver. Help me to be responsive to your Holy Spirit.

				Help me to be discerning about the needs around me.

				Give wisdom to church leaders in the handling of the finances.

				 

				In all this, Father God, show me that it’s not about me but about you. 

				It’s not about my rights, but it’s about your righteousness.

				Lord, grant me a contentment that releases me to serve.

				Lord, what is your Holy Spirit impressing upon me in this passage?
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				Day 17: Second Mile

			

		

	
		
			
				“43) You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44) But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45) that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46) If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47) And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48) Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

				Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV)

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, this all appears to be almost impossible. Our culture looks less and less like this. It seems acceptable to hate someone if they disagree with us or if they come from that particular quarter. Help me to not just be friendly to those who are nice to me. Grant me love for my neighbor. 

				Help me, Lord, to love my enemies. This is when I am most like you! 

				Oh, this is hard, Lord, but help those who have hurt me today.

				If there is someone that I need to step away from, help me to do that 

				graciously and without condemnation. If there is a bad influence that I need to be removed from, help me to do it without superiority. If I am a bad influence, please work on my heart.

				Help those who are struggling with a demanding boss. Help those who are struggling with a diﬃcult worker. Help me to pray for those who 

				persecute the Church of Jesus Christ. I pray for that group that I find so obnoxious! Forgive that part of me that is equally ugly.

				Lord bless my own, but help me not to love only my own people. Help me to go to the highways and the byways with the message of Jesus.

				Help me to find a true friend who is the “same kind of diﬀerent as me.” Forgive me, Lord, when I love just those who are nice to me. Help me to rise above pagan kindness to experience the radical love of the kingdom.

				May this lead to a radical generosity for the kingdom. Help me, Lord, to be perfect. Help me to live this kingdom life in every part. Today we pray for the pastor and his family. Help him to keep preaching the word without compromise. Bless the families of all our ministers today. Please bless our deacons and all their families. Help them to also be perfect.
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				Day 18: Nice to the Nice

			

		

	
		
			
				“1) Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2) So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, 

				to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

				reward in full. 3) But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4) so that your giving 

				may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 

				done in secret, will reward you.”

				Matthew 6:1-4 (NIV)

				Today’s prayer

				Purify my motives Oh Heavenly Father. Help me to give to the needy. 

				And when I do, help me to be truly giving and not just doing something to be seen. When I do the right thing, may it be a joy just knowing that I have obeyed you.

				Help me to give in such a way that allows the secret work of the kingdom to progress. Forgive me when I want everyone to know. Help me to have that generosity of spirit so that after I have given, it’s almost like my left hand doesn’t know what the right is doing.

				Help me to trust the work of your kingdom so that I don’t need to tell everybody how good I am!

				I pray, Lord, for the kingdom reward that follows a kingdom ethic in me.

				We pray for those who react negatively to tithing as the beginning and “baby steps” of generosity.

				Please deal with me when I am hard-hearted.

				 

				Grant me the wisdom and courage to test-run your word.

				Please provide for those who are being generous, and may the joy of obedience well up in us.

				Today we pray for our personal witness.

				We lift “my one” to you and pray that you will provide an opportunity to share Christ very directly to the point of acceptance or rejection.
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				Day 19: True Giving

			

		

	
		
			
				Note to self. Don’t give up. Remember, some devotions are on fire, and others we can barely get out of the blocks.

				“5) And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 

				6) But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7) And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8) Do not be like them, for your Father

				 knows what you need before you ask him.

				Matthew 6:5-8 (NIV)

				Jesus shows us first how not to pray as he exposes that “posing in prayer” misses the point entirely. It’s not prayer at all. Pride and prayer do not go well together. It’s not at all about being seen. The most significant prayer is unseen.

				Now, of course, corporate prayer is essential.

				A particular discipline is required in shared prayer in that, may I suggest, we need to pray prayers that the overwhelming majority can say Amen to. Otherwise, we’re just preaching to the gathering. And while preaching is good, using our prayers to sway others is not good. This is not our big 

				moment when we pray out loud.

				Then Jesus moves from how not to pray to how to pray. 

				First, the foundational practice of prayer is unseen.

				 

				Though we so easily get distracted by our public persona in the spiritual disciplines, we must surrender this quickly.

				It’s all about a genuine relationship with our father.

				Then we receive some of the most specific and practical guidance that Jesus gives us in v6:

				Go into your room.

				Shut the Door.

				Pray.

				To your Father who is unseen.
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				Day 20: The Reward of Prayer
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				Of course, this doesn’t mean that we can only pray in a room. The point is that we need to separate ourselves from the world, distractions, and even the attention of others and focus on the Lord. No one did this better than Jesus.

				So let’s start again, just you, me, and Jesus. Or rather you and Jesus. 

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, help me to increase my prayer focus. Teach me to genuinely pray. 

				I do struggle. Sometimes I want to be seen. Sometimes I just repeat words. Sometimes I’m embarrassed because I have no words.

				Thank you, Jesus, that your priority was to be a man of prayer, to 

				commune with your Father, to teach others to pray, and for your house 

				to be a house of prayer.

				Help me find a place in that room, shut the door, switch oﬀ, go oﬀ-line 

				and pray. Actually, pray.

				Help me not to seek any human applause in this.

				Help me just to pray and to play to the audience of one.

				Help my words to be simple and accurate. Nonetheless, help me break the sound barrier when I need to pray out loud with others.

				Thank you that you know what I need before you ask.

				Lord, prayer is a mystery, you know the end from the beginning, and yet you also called me to ask. You want me to pray for your will, and yet your will is that I ask, seek, and knock.

				Even now I ask this of you….

				(This means bring your request of the Lord. ) 

				Lord, what is it that you’re saying to me?

				I lift “my one” to you and pray that you will provide an opportunity to 

				share Christ very directly to the point of acceptance or rejection.

			

		

	
		
			
				This is the greatest prayer ever in the middle of the most excellent 

				sermon ever! So I’ll let my words be few. 

				Why not just pray each line and savor each moment with the Lord today.

				Let the Holy Spirit coach each one of us in our praying.

				And I want to agree with the disciples and pray, “teach me, Lord, to pray.”

				Today’s prayer

				“9) This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven,

				hallowed be your name, 10) your kingdom come, your will be done,

				on earth as it is in heaven. 11) Give us today our daily bread.

				12) And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

				13) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’

				14) For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 

				your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 

				15) But if you do not forgive others their sins, 

				your Father will not forgive your sins.”

				Matthew 6:9-15 (NIV)

				Learn to pray over this prayer slowly. 

				Don’t rush the praise.

				And focus on His will. 

				Surrender...

				and repeat.
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				Day 21: His Prayer

			

		

	
		
			
				“Give us today our daily bread.” 

				Matthew 6:11 (NIV)

				When I pray through the Lord’s Prayer, I often slow down on this section and pray about it for sometime.

				There are generally two areas I pray for:

				Family Provision

				Of course, at one time, the family was just Louise and me, so I would pray for our provision. As the children and then the grandchildren came along, our family has increased. Now we have more family members to pray for! As they become independent social units, it is a joy to see each one of them also praying for provision and seeking wisdom in healthy 

				stewardship of their resources. So why not right now for your own 

				personal and family provision.

				The Church

				I love to pause and pray for God to provide for the needs of the 

				fellowship. These days, the economy is more complex than just grain 

				and bread, though Jesus lived real life! We are no longer an agrarian economy, so our prayers have a measure of complexity. Pray today for the vision of your church. Pray for the commitment of the people. 

				Pray for faithful tithing and the leading of the Holy Spirit in additional generosity. Pray for healthy stewardship of the resources. Pray that bread from heaven will come. Pray that the windows of heaven shall be opened. Pray for miracles to occur, for health and for healing, and for the 

				flourishing of the body of Christ.

				Today’s prayer

				And pray again, “give us this day our daily bread.”
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				Day 22: Provision

			

		

	
		
			
				“‘12) And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

				13) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 14) For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 

				your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15) But if you do not 

				forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

				Matthew 6:12-15 (NIV)

				Count the number of times that in the prayer and the explanation Jesus gives here that He uses the word forgive! Won’t take long but please count. It’s a lot, isn’t it? Do you agree with me that this is a foundational teaching for a Christ-follower?

				It’s a primary ethic. We should never treat forgiveness as a last resort. 

				It’s the first thing. It’s in the heart and soul of the Lord’s prayer. And it’s the one part of the prayer that needs double emphasis and even explanation.

				Here’s the key: to be forgiven.

				If you’ve never asked for forgiveness or even begged for forgiveness, if you’ve never felt the sting of conviction of sin, if you’ve never been found out, or burned with shame, or regretted something that you did, then perhaps it’s hard for you to understand how you could possibly forgive someone who’s done something bad to you.

				But if you have been forgiven and if you know that you’re going to need to be forgiven again, then already your heart will be softening to the fact that the person that has hurt you is just like you in one way: they need 

				forgiveness too. Part of the power of this prayer is that it draws us right into the heart of our world. It understands our deep need and struggle. 

				Can you pray this with me again?

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, please forgive me. Cleanse me from my sin. Against you, and you only have I sinned. Oh, how I need your forgiveness, and I realize what a great price was paid for it. Help me to see the cross. 

				And Jesus, as I see you forgiving those who did evil to you, even while on the cross, grant me the same grace by your spirit of forgiveness to my bitterest enemy, to my deepest attacker, and even to those mild irritations that come my way. Bless the church today as we receive and give 

				forgiveness.
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				Day 23: Forgive

			

		

	
		
			
				“16) When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17) But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18) so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; 

				and your Father, who sees what is done 

				in secret, will reward you.”

				Matthew 6:16-18 (NIV)

				Perhaps some are fasting right now. They certainly are seasons for 

				fasting. Remember Jesus says, “when you fast.” It is a basic assumption that believers do this from time to time.

				Ask the Lord to reveal His will to you.

				Fasting in this context almost certainly means the withholding of food. It could be a complete fast for 1 to 3 days, a longer fast like a week, or even something exceptional and extraordinary like the 40 day fast that 

				Jesus began in Matthew 4. 

				Many have seen the wisdom to fast from things like social media, TV, or anything that grabs our attention and rules over us. This is a great idea and much needed. I know a local pastor who asked his church to fast from cable news for two weeks. He warned them that they would start to feel angry because that’s what we feel when we are in withdrawal!

				But a word of warning.

				Jesus was primarily thinking about food. And let’s be honest, food can have a very powerful hold on our life. So much so that we don’t want to talk about it. We are emotional eaters. Perhaps even more now because we’ve been encouraged to eat as much as we can and then snack in 

				between! So let us not neglect to get victory over our stomach. Let us never be those few of whom it was said “their god was their stomach” (Philippians 3:19)

				Ask Him what He wants to teach us. Thank the Lord that he sees every secret act of prayer and crying out to him. Remember when Jesus fasted that Satan attacked. 

				In the spirit of fasting, ask to be made willing to give up what He wants us to give up and give in to whatever He wants us to give in to.
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				Day 24: Fast!
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				Today’s prayer

				Lord strengthen me against temptation. Give me victory so that I can 

				become a more disciplined believer. I need your Holy Spirit more than ever.

				Help me not hold onto things you don’t want me to hold onto.

				Show me those things that I need to permanently cut out of my life. 

				And show me those things that I need to cut out temporarily.

				Help me to be honest about things that I’ve become idols in my life.

				Show me the things to which I must painfully admit that I am addicted. Give me the courage to share it with a wise soul.

				Grant me a willing spirit to do whatever you call me to do, Even if it means going hungry for a short time.

				Lord, I gladly surrender this part of my life.

			

		

	
		
			
				“19) Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20) But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.

				Matthew 6:19-23 (NIV)

				The ant is commended in the book of Proverbs for “storing up” wisely (Proverbs 30:25), but this storing that Jesus describes in this section has nothing to do with financial wisdom or the little by little savings that increase as the years go by. This is a diﬀerent kind of storing up.

				Once there was a man who had increased his wealth to a point where it was probably now time to share. But instead, he keeps building bigger barns. Bigger and bigger, higher and higher for all the world to see. 

				His satisfaction with what life is all about did not increase. His heart shrunk and withered in a “Grinchy” sort of a way until God said enough. 

				His life was taken from him.

				We cannot add a day to our life by worrying or building a big barn.

				Every single one of us will face the Lord in death. This is the real test of what we have invested in and trusted in.

				The Lord said “you fool” to this bigger-barn-bloke.

				There was a word of terrible judgment on this man from God.

				On another occasion in Joshua 7, a man named Achan buried some war plunder, thinking that he could keep it to himself and for himself.

				 

				Again God rumbled him. The man came under judgment. God sees 

				everything. And his word to us today, from the beloved Son, is “Don’t store treasure for yourself.” Store up instead treasures in heaven. 

				Let Jesus Christ be the treasure of my heart today.

				Now please pray this through knowing that the Lord has a true treasure for us.

				Without thought for self and trusting in the Lord’s provision, write out a financial plan that is the alternative to building bigger barns!
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				Day 25: Treasure

			

		

	
		
			
				“21) For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22) The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23) But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 

				how great is that darkness!

				Matthew 6:21-23 (NIV)

				Jesus speaks fact to us. Determine your treasure and your heart will 

				follow. If my treasure is the world, then my life will run after the world. If it’s Jesus first, if it’s the spread of the gospel and the great commission, your life will follow. We invest in what we believe in. It’s a fact of life.

				Determine your treasure. What are we aiming for? What is it that we want? Obviously, believers should desire Jesus as the treasure of their hearts. The depth of our worship follows the treasure of a heart. Our generosity follows the treasure of our hearts.

				And then Jesus talks about the eye. The treasure and the eye are 

				clearly connected. The vision that we have of life comes from our source of treasure. If we are content in the world, then our vision is for more of the world. If we are content in approval, fame, success, then those are 

				the things that we will chase. The greatest treasure and the most 

				extraordinary vision we can have is for the kingdom of God. Yes, we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. We turn our eyes upon Jesus, and we look on his wonderful face, and yes, the things of earth grow “strangely dim” in the light of His glory and grace.

				And also, often in the sermon, Jesus shows us the alternative. If our eyes are bad, what we see and yearn for is distorted. The outcome is terrible. His disciples who have witnessed the light are told that even within the ambiance of His life, if we develop bad eyes, just a metaphor, we are in deep darkness. What a strange thing for the light within us to be darkness. The enlightenment that we have received must brighten our life, must continue to be our vision; our everything. How can we possibly walk in darkness? And yet how easy for our vision to be dimmed. 

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, just as I need to get consistent victory over anger, so I need to get consistent victory with Christ as the treasure of my heart and a life vision that follows. Help me not to get blinded, distracted or lazy. Lord, I 

				surrender to you. Grant me a true kingdom vision. Help me to see the need for this kind of discipleship across the world. Help me to begin by telling someone about Christ, who is the treasure of my heart.

				I surrender.
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				Day 26: Vision

			

		

	
		
			
				“25) Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26) Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”

				Matthew 6:25-26 (NIV)

				One of the strangest things we do is deny that we are worried or stressed or anxious! As believers, it’s probably because we know that Jesus tells us not to worry. Well, let’s be more specific. He’s actually telling us not to worry about stuﬀ. We eat and drink to live; we don’t live to eat and drink.Now, of course, elsewhere, scripture shows us that the best strategy for inevitable worry and anxiety is to pray (Philippians 4:6-7). It’s clearly part of the fallen human condition that we worry about, and it’s silly to deny that we do.

				Now it is a real testimony when we can declare that we were a worrisome kind of a person, but when we came to know the Lord, or when our 

				discipleship deepened, we grew in our trust in him, and we were less 

				inclined to worry and more prone to praise! It probably is a journey. But one of the marvels of being a Christian is that the peace of the Lord can flow into our lives at any time.

				The Bible is full of examples of an impossible situation, but the Lord stood by outside. He was present with us in the prison or the fire or even as a mob attacked us. Let me ask has the Lord provided for you? Has He put the shirt on your back today? Has He put food on the table? This means that He is providing. Well, look at those birds. They seem content with just a bit of seed. That hummingbird is quite happy with a bit of sugar and water with a pretend flower container! Then oﬀ they go to Mexico! In fact, they put in more air miles, and most of us have done the last couple of years. God provides. Isn’t it marvelous? Doesn’t He do it again and again?

				And we should not be unduly fretting about stuﬀ. Now there’s a whole lot more that we do worry about. 

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, please grant us victory. Help us to increasingly believe that you reign in all situations. Grant me your peace that passes understanding today. Help me to grow in this. Help me to pray more than I panic.

				Help me to adore more than I am anxious. Help me to worship more than I worry.
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				Day 27: Worry (Part 1)

			

		

	
		
			
				Worry again. Ah, the relentlessness of it.

				“27) Can any one of you, by worrying add a single hour to your life? 

				28) And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29) Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30) If that 

				is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 

				tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you---

				you of little faith? 31) So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ 

				or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’”

				Matthew 6:27-31 (NIV)

				Christians don’t worry; we are concerned! I think a emoji belongs here.

				It is very kind of Jesus to persist with us in this aspect of life. He is 

				human, and even though he is divine, He understands, having lived our life, and is tempted in every way.

				Jesus never sinfully worried, but much burdened him. He wept. He was angry and cared deeply. The call to “not worry” does not mean to be 

				emotionally detached or disinterested in one’s own struggle and, of course, the struggle of others.

				Remember, Jesus was entirely giving His life for the service of others. He had no regard for His own situation. The son of God did not live in a palace; in fact, He had nowhere to lay His head. This is the deliberate relinquishment of the things of this world for the true treasure.

				Jesus did cry out loud on a number of occasions and “was heard” in His prayers (Hebrews 5:7) when he said, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). This is often called the “cry of dereliction.”

				As the sins of the world were laid upon Him, Jesus understood 

				“Godforsaken-ness.” The context here is to make sure that we trust and stay calm about physical provision.

				However, this passage surely takes us deeply into the fact that we have agonized about so many things in the last few years and even throughout our lifetimes.
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				Day 28: Worry (Part 2)
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				Even now, you may be experiencing deep anguish over something. 

				Isn’t it good to know that Jesus knows how this feels? But the same 

				Savior bleeds for us.

				Jesus knows nothing of a low-cost, uninvolved, detached life. He fights for us and with us in the valley. He goes to a cross.

				But he also goes to the cross scorning its shame, with joy set before Him. I do worry. And so do you. But we can have the victory.

				Problems will come back and bite us. But we have a strategy for peace in a storm. The fourth person is with us in the fiery furnace. He is with us. He has been there. He is at the right hand. He intercedes for us. So in that sense, we don’t worry about a thing.

				And when we get to heaven, there will be no more worry!

				Today’s prayer

				Look at the grass or some aspect of nature. Notice how God provides. The grass has been around a long time!

				Thank you, Lord, that the seasons provide me an opportunity to learn about you and your provision. Thank you that even in the weakness of winter, you are waiting for the harvest; You are providing.

				 

				So I asked that this be another victory day over worry. Lord, I trust you. Help me with my unbelief.

				Please help me to move from being a fearful person to one of patient trust.

			

		

	
		
			
				“32) For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 

				Father knows that you need them. 33) But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

				34) Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

				worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

				Matthew 6:32-34 (NIV)

				Not worry again.

				Well, we don’t think quite that way. We say not that thing, not that news, 

				or struggle or pain.

				But worry is often the bigger problem. Worry causes us to dysfunction and makes everything much worse.

				We hear bad news, and then we go to bed, and we wake up, and the shadow is still over us. I remember feeling that shadow a week and even a month into the pandemic.

				What does this word say to us today?

				It’s about priority. When the food trucks come in, the pagans rush and trample over everybody to get there first.

				First, the context is overcoming worry by trusting God’s provision, which frees us to prioritize the Kingdom.

				If He provides and if the Kingdom is the believer’s first priority, then we have a strategy for dealing with worries now and worries that are yet to come.

				So here we go again, and yes, we’ll need to put it on repeat:

				Today’s prayer

				Lord deliver me from crippling worry. Forgive me for forgetting about You when I consider the future.

				Help me to see your magnificent provision in creation and for the 

				kingdom. Help me not to worry and run after the things that the world does. Deliver me from wrong desires and me, Lord, with today’s trouble. Pray for someone you know who is a chronic worrier.
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				Day 29: Seek First

			

		

	
		
			
				“1) Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2) For in the same way 

				you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, 

				it will be measured to you.

				Matthew 7:1-2 (NIV)

				“Do not” sounds plain enough. But we justify it. We do it. Judge that is.

				And we repeat. Then His word speaks, and the Spirit convicts us. Proof of our sinfulness is that despite being sinners ourselves, we prefer to see the sin of others and ignore our own. It is a shared blind spot. When we speak this way, we reveal our refusal to see ourselves.

				We cannot bear to be wrong or admit it, so “you” must be wrong. 

				We prefer to blame and shame. And judge. I stand over you and run you down. So what’s the result?

				Jesus says that we will be judged in the same measure. First, in the world, judgmental behavior tends to backfire. We are less likely to receive grace from men if we are known to be harsh; it can come home to roost just as the Old Testament Haaman built a gallows to kill his enemies, so he 

				ended up hanging there himself. Judge not lest….

				How about God? Just as in chapter 5, those who are shown mercy must be merciful, and therefore merciful behavior begets mercy, so judging others has a “pay it forward” dynamic at work. It’s a law of the farm, law of nature, law of the Lord, and it comes round full circle. If we judge, we’ll be judged. So back to the first three words: do not judge!

				Oh, one more thing for good measure. Actually, verse two is all about measure. The more we judge them, we will be judged, almost in 

				symmetrical proportion. It makes me want to stop judging you! It makes me want to stop judging anybody. It makes me want to cry for mercy. And in receiving mercy; so may I also be merciful.

				Can we agree together in prayer right now: let us not judge.

				Today’s prayer

				Father Forgive me for my judgmental attitude. I fire oﬀ my opinion way too frequently. I have condemned others when in actual fact, I was the one who needed help. I have condemned some who are way better than me.

				Grant a forgiving and merciful spirit to us all today. We need your grace and mercy. We surrender.
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				Day 30: Judging

			

		

	
		
			
				“3) Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4) How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5) You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 

				remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”

				Matthew 7:3-5 (NIV)

				Jesus marvelously reveals the human heart once again. Yesterday we were persuaded not to judge. I wonder how we did with this since we last met?

				Jesus, who understands the heart, also understands the perfect picture 

				to reveal what we do when we look at the faults of others.

				The expert designer, creator, and carpenter, the only man who is both divine and human, cuts into our innermost thoughts.

				Why do you look?

				Jesus can see us. Why do you look at the sawdust in your brother’s eye? He doesn’t say the plank in your brother’s eye and the spec in yours.

				Jesus gives us a more accurate view of the world. You have the plank in your eye and a very judgmental attitude that is picky about the spec in your brother’s eye is proof that the plug is in ours.

				Louise and I have been given a gift in the story.

				If we really feel that one has treated the other harshly, we sometimes ask the other to look at us. When their head turns, the one making the request falls over, pretending to have been hit by a plank from the other.

				It’s a funny way of us both reminding ourselves of this section.

				 

				When we are most judgmental, we are often most blind to our own faults. First, we must remove the plank from our own eyes. This will be a major undertaking. As we go through this process, we may decide not to worry about my brother’s eye spec.
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				Day 31: Plank
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				However, having confessed, we are able to see clearly and help a sister or brother or wife getting a little help to sort it out. Let us not be picky with one another’s small faults. But if someone does have a speck in the eye, that is a problem, and it will hurt. It will blind. So we should always help each other. But we should always watch ourselves that we are not 

				tempted and sin even more.

				So let’s pray about this one today.

				Today’s prayer

				Jesus, you have slain me again. You have revealed the condition of my heart once again. I am an expert sawdust spotter. I am an expert in my brother and my sisters. Please forgive me. I have neglected the whopping great big log out of my own eye.

				Currently, victory on this one keeps this word before my eyes. Thank You Jesus, that you went to the cross to cleanse me, your brother, from all sin. Thank You that You were first sinless, and now You are a great helper to me. Help me to also be cleansed, to be vigilant with my own soul, and only be helpful when my brother truly does have an unhelpful spec, 

				but may I remove it with mercy and grace.

				I surrender.

			

		

	
		
			
				“6) Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. 

				If you do, they may trample them under their feet, 

				and turn and tear you to pieces.”

				Matthew 7:6 (NIV)

				Once, the Beatles played at the Royal Palladium in front of the Queen. 

				The “Fab Four” were always full of fun. So John Lennon introduced the next song and asked the crowd to clap their hands, then he looked up at the Royal Box and said: “…or rattle your jewelry!”

				Apparently, the Queen thought it was funny. If she wasn’t wearing 

				diamonds, she was probably wearing pearls that night.

				Elsewhere Jesus talks about pearls being of great price. There is 

				something timeless and precious to these jewels that were formed with true grit and the pain through an oyster. Any jewel or precious stone can be easily missed. And even a precious pearl could be sneered at because it’s not flashy enough.

				This is an unusual verse in the midst of these marvelous teachings on 

				surrender to the King and His kingdom. It’s almost as if Jesus moves into the mode of the book of Ecclesiastes by giving some practical life 

				wisdom. Not that the sermon is not very practical.

				Jesus then imagines the pigsty. To a Jewish crowd, this was an unclean venue. Pigs were obviously not kosher. That’s why the idea of giving pearls to pigs seems utterly bizarre.

				Why would we do that? What does this mean? What is Jesus trying to teach? Could it be that some things are just too precious to share in 

				some situations?

				I need to be wise about sharing my innermost thoughts or my most 

				vulnerable secrets with someone who will trample on them.

				We move from judging others to, in one sense, to making judgments that we don’t have to tell everybody everything. Does this balance out the warning against judging others? We do nonetheless have to make 

				judgments about how much of our life we share with others.

				If we literally blurt out everything to everybody, we definitely will get into trouble. And will probably get hurt. And if we judge others, we definitely will be hurt because we will be judged in the same fashion.
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				Day 32: Pearls

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				In John 7:24, Jesus said, “Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”

				This is not being judgmental in the sense of looking down on someone 

				as inferior to us. Rather, it’s the decision that we keep some things to 

				ourselves or rather to the Lord.

				There is a danger in concealing.

				There’s equally danger in blurting out everything.

				We have to make sure that we are wise and balanced. It’s part of our surrender to the Lord. It is good to know rather that our Savior entrusted himself to no man while at the same time he gave himself for the sins of the world.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, please give me great sympathy for the struggles of those around me. Help me to know when someone is sharing something precious, 

				and help me not to be so clumsy as to trample upon it.

				 

				Help me to realize that everybody has some kind of story and is battling something, so once again, protect me from a judgmental spirit.

				At the same time, Father give me discernment about those with whom I walk this journey.

				Give me self-control.

				Please help me to measure my words.

				Just as Hezekiah made the mistake of bringing the Babylonians into the secrets of his kingdom, that came back to bite the nation; so help me to be wise in not giving away the precious secrets of the kingdom at rue wrong time or place.

				May the outcome of my life have the eﬀect of the beauty of the pearl, 

				not the stench of the pigsty.

				Ask the Lord now to reveal to you how this verse teaches extra surrender in your life to Him.

			

		

	
		
			
				“7) Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8) For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 

				the door will be opened.”

				Matthew 7:7-12 (NIV)

				Sometimes we have to just get to the point or cut to the chase. A big part of prayer is to actually ask.

				This prayer is a wonderful pattern for us and guides us in our asking. 

				Left to our own devices, we would be so easily tempted just to pray for nice stuﬀ and easy life. Jesus teaches us to pray prayers for the kingdom. With the kingdom ethic and value in front of us. With the idea of 

				surrendering our rights for his righteousness and becoming more like Christ and the way that we love our enemies and refuse to insult back, this sermon tells a lot about what we must pray for.

				At the end of the day, God wants us to ask.

				The Christian prays in the name of Jesus. And this really means to pray in the will of Christ. Well, how do I know His will? We have the Holy Spirit to help us and intercede for us. Christ is at the right hand of God, presenting our prayers as they should be before the father. Nevertheless, He is 

				susceptible to us asking. And the acronym is easy to find here.

				Ask | Seek | Knock

				We are at our most when we ask the Lord to do what He designed to do. Praise is not me twisting arms but rather me surrendering to God’s will. Prayer is praying His prayers above all. I thank the Lord that He uses our desires that can become a mighty intercession.

				Today’s prayer

				Lord, this is what I ask of you today….

				 

				Lord, I’m seeking your will about this…

				Lord, I’m knocking at your door persistently asking you to…

				Let that be a personal aspect to asking, let that be very much a church aspect in our asking, and let that be a kingdom request coming from our lips today.
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				Day 33: A-S-K

			

		

	
		
			
				“9) Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 

				10) Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11) If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

				12) So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”

				Matthew 6:9-12 (NIV)

				This last here, verse 12, is also called The Golden Rule. An unbeliever will often recount this noble aspiration, not realizing where it came from. “Do to others what you would have them do to you” is Jesus’ own words. This is such a marvelous ethic that surely we could’ve just focused on this verse alone on this day’s reading. But let’s link it with its context, which is a teaching on the Holy Spirit.

				Jesus tells us how willing God the Father is to give us the Holy Spirit. 

				Even bad folks like you and I give good gifts to our children! But our Father has no bad in him at all. He is altogether good. And He desires to give us the Holy Spirit. So if folks like us will give good stuﬀ to the kids, how much more will God give His Spirit to his children? Well, how does the gift of the Holy Spirit aﬀect us?

				The context of “the Golden Rule tells us that we have the Holy Spirit so that the very ethic of Christ will be within us. His law will be written in our hearts. We will have the power to be who he’s called us to be. In fact, some people almost try to separate the Sermon on the Mount from the substitutionary work of Christ. This is a false dichotomy. Jesus died for the sins of the world. Jesus also teaches us how disciples live. The cross is not just the removal of the penalty of sin, but it’s also the imputation of Christ’s righteousness. God puts the ways of Christ into our hearts. 

				He gives us the power to walk in his ways even when it’s diﬃcult. 

				Isn’t this marvelous desire this for others. It’s not some vague ethic that 

				a few philosophers admire from time to time; it’s at the heart of who 

				you and I are because we have the Holy Spirit.

				Today’s prayer

				Father, thank you for the Holy Spirit.

				I will gladly receive your gift. Please come and flood my soul with Your presence. May the power of Your spirit help me to do unto others as I would have them do to me. Forgive me when I pay people back wrongly. 

				Help to pay people back rightly.
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				Day 34: Holy Spirit

			

		

	
		
			
				“13) Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 

				14) But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, 

				and only a few find it. 

				Matthew 7:13-20 (NIV)

				Enter!

				We usually follow instructions when we go somewhere that matters to us. We take extra care. Of course, the grocery store does matter, and it’s 

				generally easier to go in the right way. One can go the wrong way and only occasionally get a funny look or a barrier that refuses us entry.

				Now, if we want to go to the ball game that we care about even more, then we want to make sure that we’ve got everything lined up including our timing, our online tickets, money…everything has to be correct.

				Traveling today requires more strict rules of entry than at any point in history—a passport, biometrics, online or paper ticket, and probably more. Somebody may even ask us questions! And sometimes, the question or instructions are repeated.

				On returning from Britain not long ago, a friend of mine had a sniﬀer dog interested in his bag. It was the packages of Welsh cakes. Mercifully they made the cut! When we travel internationally again, the stakes are a little higher.

				Well, how about eternity? How about knowing God? How about Heaven? Surely we want to particularly listen carefully to the owner’s instructions.

				Well, I just sneak in there; that’s the easy way right? It’s broad and wide; most people are there, so let me just go with the flow and run with the crowd!

				But Jesus turns it around and says that the true entry has to be through the correct gate. In John’s Gospel, He calls Himself “the gate.” Yes, the way to Heaven is through Jesus.

				To truly follow Jesus, there is something counterintuitive, countercultural that simply doesn’t go with the crowd. It’s the deliberate intention to 

				follow Him, through a narrow way away, a hard way, and only a few take it.

				But be assured it is the only way.
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				Day 35: Gate
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				If this is true, and I believe it, I hope you do too, then surely this should infuse our praying.

				If most are on a Superhighway to destruction, then we must pull out all the stops in prayer.

				Let’s test out this thought.

				One can only truly pray having entered the gate, knowing Christ who is at the right hand of God and our intercessor.

				But is there one prayer that we can pray on the broad way? How about the prayer that says, “Jesus help me. Jesus, I believe. Jesus, get me oﬀ this terrible road, lead me on Your narrow way.

				Let’s pray about this.

				Today’s prayer

				Pray for your own journey. Where are you? Does a family member spring to mind? How about a Friend?

				Then the people we don’t know. Missions.

				Is there a place on your heart that you want to pray for?

				Commission.

				Ask the Lord to send workers out into his harvest field.

			

		

	
		
			
				“15) Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s 

				clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16) By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17) Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, 

				but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 

				Matthew 7:15-17 (NIV)

				They looked so good on the outside, but it was not so good when we looked within. Whether it was the tree that was rotting from the inside out, a piece of fruit that, when revealed, had already turned bad, or a 

				relationship that we got involved in.

				We understand the principle. Jesus here is especially talking about 

				religious leaders. False prophets. Of course, there are true prophets. 

				The true prophet speaks words that do not fall to the ground. They live the life. They are not so bold in that exhortations that they cannot apply it to themselves and repent quickly. The false prophet is always saying stuﬀ, but it never comes true. Always pontificating but never penitential. The false prophet does not live the life. You can especially tell by the way that they treat the sheep. The false prophet cares for themself. 

				They are wolves. They feed oﬀ the sheep.

				The hired hand is a diﬀerent category, more a neutral category; they 

				just run away when the pressure comes, see John chapter 10. The 

				under-shepherds stay when wolves attack. But the most dangerous 

				leader of all is the false prophet, the wolf, who damages the flock.

				How can we tell? The test of time. It’s by their fruit. Sometimes you don’t know till you know. Sometimes you don’t know till months or years have passed. “I would never have thought that of him or her. “There’s an 

				element of shock we have when we discover that the prophet was false. The warning is that the Lord is looking for those who are true to him. 

				So let us be so.

				Today’s prayer

				Father, we pray for the protection of the flock of Jesus Christ.

				We thank you that undergirding all is that He is a good shepherd, and 

				He cares for the flock.

				We know that there are those who may have started out well who are not finishing well.
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				Day 36: False

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				John the divine talks about those who have gone out from us. Father, 

				we pray that You restore the weakest sheep. Please protect Your flock. And Father, please protect us from the wolf.

				Grant us strength in standing up to the false.

				We pray that the teaching of the church will be pure. We pray that we will live genuine and true lives that match up to Your holiness. We pray that we will be protected from teachers springing up among us who want to draw people after themselves, as the word warns us.

				In order to do this, we must keep our eyes on You, our good shepherd.

				We worship You today, and we pray for the purity and protection of Your people.

			

		

	
		
			
				“18) A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19) Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20) Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.”

				Matthew 7:18-20 (NIV)

				The creator gives us a sort of Parable or illustration this morning.

				The surrendered life produces good fruit. The kingdom life will eventually prevail. The selfish life misses the true source of life and is ruined.

				A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, isn’t that marvelous?

				If your tree is good, if we are in Christ, if we are obeying His kingdom teaching, if we are surrendered, then good fruit will come. If, however, 

				the reality of this divine revealing of our life is bad, then I’m afraid that’s what will follow us. Bad fruit. Bad outcome.

				So this calls for radical change. If it’s true that by our fruit, we shall be 

				recognized, then let’s figure it out quickly where we stand. We need to be good, and we need there to be a good fruit. We must not be bad and bad for it.

				In John chapter 15, Jesus did not say bear fruit. Rather he said, “Remain in me.” And from such abiding, dwelling and remaining, fruitfulness will follow.

				Today’s prayer

				Father, help me to see what You want me to see through this picture.

				Help me not just to say, “I’m good, everything‘s fine.” Help me to 

				desperately rely upon You, seeing my need to be with You and in You.

				Please may much fruit follow from my life.

				I pray for my ministry. I pray for my service.

				I pray that the family life group I am a part of will flourish.

				 

				I pray for my church that You will supernaturally bless us as we pray for souls. We pray for repentance. We pray that Your Holy Spirit will reveal to us where we stand before You today.

				I surrender.
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				Day 37: Good Fruit

			

		

	
		
			
				“21) Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22) Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23) Then I will tell them plainly, 

				‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”

				Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)

				This is one of the most shocking statements in the entire Bible. Jesus is speaking to his disciples. The context is of a highly committed religious culture. That was an atmosphere of praise in the nation. Most of the 

				people went to the festivals to sacrifice and praise the Lord.

				Think about it this way, Jesus is telling the church crowd that there’s a bunch within the church crowd that do not belong to him.

				Many of us do say, “Lord, Lord.” We may even lift up our hands. But the next section of scripture shows us that if we do not obey the Lord, our life may come crashing down. It’s good to profess the name of Christ. It is good to worship him, and as we’ve seen in previous passages, to give, fast and to pray. But if it doesn’t fit with our life, if that’s not truly who we are, then we are in deep trouble.

				This is a reminder that we will stand before him one day and the simple question is will the Lord recognize us as one of His own? It’s clear that a long list of ministry accomplishments, even victory over Satan, is not what Jesus is looking for alone at this moment. Now, if we are followers 

				of Christ, there will be fruit to follow.

				But the Lord’s main concern is that we know Him.

				Oh, may none of us ever be in a place where the Lord says, “I never knew you.” I used to have a poster on my wall that asked the question from a judge: If you were a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? Let us ask one another that same question today before the Lord.

				 

				Today’s prayer

				Please ask the Lord this :

				Lord, do you know me? Lord, what do you think of me?

				Please not allow some time to listen to Him and remember His word.
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				Day 38: Lord, Lord

			

		

	
		
			
				“24) Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 

				them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 

				25) The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foun-dation on the rock. 26) But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27) The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

				Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV)

				The story speaks for itself. I’ve read through this so many times and preached it often. I’ve even done a drama sketch with my family many times on this passage!

				(Why not try acting it out with your children or grandchildren? It’s a lot of fun when you use an umbrella to signify the diﬀerent houses. And it’s also a lot of fun when you have a foolish man and a wise man. And when you’re allowed to dress up, it’s even better.

				The glorious conclusion to this great sermon, and perhaps this was a word that Jesus shared on many occasions, is simple. Where is your 

				foundation?

				Every life meets this test. Even Jesus, when tempted to the extreme, 

				was found to be upon the rock. As He was crucified on Calvary‘s Hill and laid in a tomb hewn from a rock, with a stone rolled in front, His life was not washed away, rather three days later, He rose and again Hallelujah, He lives.

				As we surrender to Him today, the wind will beat against our house, 

				the rain will smash against us, but if our life is founded on the rock which in this context is of obeying His teaching, then, we shall stand firm.

				Today’s prayer

				Thank Him for His immense stability and strength. Thank Him that the Easter story lives in our hearts. And ask Him to grant you the wisdom, strength, and courage to obey his word.
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				Day 39: Seaside

			

		

	
		
			
				“28) When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29) because he taught as one who had 

				authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”

				Matthew 7:28-29 (NIV)

				There are so many diﬀerent viewpoints in the world. Even today, you’ll probably hear several of them. When we listen to diﬀerent people 

				communicate, we must remember that each one has an underlying 

				worldview. Of course, the Christian worldview can be misunderstood and even misrepresented. We need to constantly check that Christ is our true authority over us.

				The mature believer can recognize when someone does not have a 

				Christian worldview. They have an opinion about ethics or how to do stuﬀ. But where did they get it from?

				If you think about it, if someone believes in random selection that 

				everything is a societal construct, then how on earth can you have any certainty about anything? Therefore, if that person ends up becoming judgmental, they’re becoming judgmental on the basis of their own 

				authority, putting themself over somebody else. That doesn’t make sense. Nor is it fair.

				Jesus spoke with authority. This does not mean that we become 

				authoritative. It does mean that we look to the only true source of 

				authority, Christ and His word.

				I want to be a biblical Christian. Our study on the Sermon on the Mount has shown us that very often, what we want to do in the world is very diﬀerent from what Christ desires from us.

				We must ask whether rhetorically or silently, “by what do I do this, by what authority do I do that.”

				 

				Let the answer increasingly be from Jesus.

				And where my life doesn’t match His authority, I surrender because He is the master, and I am His servant.

				I’m never more like Jesus than when I’m living out the Sermon on the Mount in the power of the Holy Spirit washed by His precious blood.

				I surrender all.
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				Day 40: Next?
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